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Congratulations to the 2022 Graham County Spelling Bee winner Janelle 

Vandermeulen, a 6th grader from Bonita Elementary School. Kaylen Minor, 

also in 6th grade is the 2022 runner-up.  Janelle will represent Graham 

County at the Arizona State Spelling Bee on March 19th at the Madison 

Center for the Arts in Phoenix.  Congratulations to Janelle and Kaylen and 

to all of our spellers!                                                                                            

The Gila Valley Health and STEAM Festival was a big success!  It was still a 

little cold, but overall the weather cooperated.  Thanks to all of the 4th grade 

teachers who brought their students to the special 4th Grade Day on   

Thursday. We had over 500 students rotate through the special                  

presentations by the Mt. Graham Regional Medical Center, the U of A     

Cooperative Extension, Thatcher Fire Department and the medical               

helicopters who flew in to demonstrate all the up-to-date technology used in 

these facets of our daily lives. Friday and Saturday participants had dozens 

of STEAM activities to choose from as well.  It was a great event. 

Our students have been involved with sports, choir, orchestra, livestock and 

other leadership competitions.  Graham County always comes out on top 

and we are all very proud of these accomplishments and the personal 

growth that is fostered by these activities.  It wouldnôt happen without the 

parents and coaches and all other school employees/volunteers who give 

so much time and energy to our students.  Congratulations and thank you 

for representing us so well!  Take good care of those around you! 

Contact us!                                

Donna McGaughey,         

Graham County School          

Superintendent                             

921 Thatcher Blvd.              

Safford, AZ  85546             

928-428-2880                        

Fax: 928-428-8824             
dmcgaughey@graham.az.gov 

 

Nola Knight,                          

Chief Deputy           
nknight@graham.az.gov               
928-428-2880   

 

Mandi Moffett, Deputy clerk 

mmoffett@graham.az.gov  

928-428-2880                        

Hours: MondayðThursday      

7:00 a.m.ð6:00 p.m.   

 

Closed Fridays 

Dates to remember                                                                                                                        

March 9ðG/G New Teacher Coalition 4:30 General Services Bldg. (last meeting)                               

March 14-18ðSpring Break in Graham County                                                                                    

March 28ðGraham/ Greenlee superintendents meet today                                                                     

Here is the link to ñSave your Seat at SEATAò being held June 6-9th at EAC.  We will provide a 

schedule of sessions later his spring.      https://forms.gle/HgKRKX3PaPx3MDwP8 
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 Extremely Important Drug Awareness Information 

Several times over the past few months, I have attended trainings and 

meetings where Iôve watched a video titled ñThe Rise of Fentanyl: 

Ethanôs Story.ò  The most recent time I watched it was on Dec. 16th at 

the Arizona School Boards Association Annual Conference.  This time 

Ethanôs mother, Dr. Shari Dukes, Director of Student Services at JO 

Combs Unified School District was in the room.   

All I can say is there are fewer things more heartbreaking than losing a 

child, and fewer things more enraging, than having them taken by drugs.   

The photo of the little packet of jelly beans to the left, represents 5 pills 

which can easily be obtained by our children today.  Two of the five 

could be laced with enough fentanyl to kill a person, as one did to 

Shariôs son Ethan.  All he  wanted to do was get a good nightôs sleep    

before a big day.  He was 16.  

 

     Shari handed each of us in the session one of these little baggies.  It made a huge impact on 

me and I want this story to make a huge impact on you.  Please go to  TalkNowAz.com and 

learn what is going on around us and how you can be more aware and help stop this epidemic.  

    #BeTheInfluence 

     Talk Early. Talk Often. 

       TalkNowAz.com 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The 2022 Graham County Spelling Bee Winners 

The winner of the Graham County Spelling Bee was Janelle Vandermeulen (below, far right) a 6th 

grader at Bonita Elementary School.  The runner-up was Kaylen Minor, also a 6th grader, from  

Pima Elementary School.  Janelle will represent Graham County at the Arizona State Spelling Bee 

which will be held Saturday March 19, 2022 

@ Madison Center for the ArtsðPhx.  

We congratulate these two spellers and all of 

the other winners from the Graham County 

districts and charters.  They all did a          

wonderful job representing their schools.   

Pictured, left to right: Graham County School            

Superintendent Donna McGaughey, runner-up Kaylen 

Minor and winner Janelle Vandermeulen.                                                                   
         ñBee Factsò 

¶ 18 spellers 

¶ 18 rounds 

¶  87 words 

Winning word:  affable 
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Good news belowðfrom Paul Anger 

                ñGet Back to Fun!ò                                                                                                              

March 12 -E.A.S.I.  G.O. STEAM Day Camp   - NO Fee!  

May 31ðJune 3  E.A.S.I. Tonto Creek STEM Camp 

June 6-9 Southeast Arizona Teachersô Academy (SEATA) at EAC 

June 13-15ðE.A.S.I Summer Science High School Camp 

June 20-23ðE.A.S.I High School Camp               

For more information on joining the Eastern Arizona Science Initiative, contact Paul Anger.                                  

Paul R. Anger Director, EAC Discovery Park Campus                                                                                            

Chair, Eastern Arizona Science Initiative (EASI)                                                                             

Paul.anger@eac.edu        (928) 428-6260 


